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\. DATE ie | | 2. LOCATION 12, CONCLUSIONS 
\f2 Was Balloon 
24 Jon 64 Idaho-Mexico West Coast US O Probably Balloon 
. = } 
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION O Possibly Balloon 
twiligh - ; Oi ) d.Qade 1 Was Aircroft 
Loco! — , . a Ground- Vi sual O Ground-Redar ‘O Probably Aireroft 
a en OD Air Visual 0 Air-Intercept Redar O Possibly Aircraft 
| 5. PHOTOS $. SOURCE it Was Astronomical 
O Yes O Probably Astronomical 
ES No | uilitery GO Possibly Astronomical 
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION a. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE 10 Other missiie_____ 
'O Insufficient Dota for Evaluation | 
n/a | n/a n/a O - Unknown , | 
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11, COMMENTS 


100 telephone calls from news media and 
Civil authorities. 


Tounch at twilicht created predictab 
meteorological phenomena. Cave 
impression of explosion and forms 
varied colored patterns in the sky. 
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‘SMB C2: 
ZOZCHOCSS3ZCQUB 149 
RR RUEAHA 
DE RUCSS2 228 15/1806Z 
ZNR 
R 1516452 
Fi SAC 
TO PUEAHS/SECDEF 
INFO RUEAHQ/OSAF WASH DC 
RUWHNF/BSD NORTON AFB CALIF 
RUEAGL/AFSC 
RUYHSS/1SAD VANDENBERG AFB CALIF 
BT 
UNCLAS DXIP=1 15228. FOR OASD(PA). INFO: 
SAF-OLPC, BSE, SCE AND DXI. A MINUTEMAN LAUNCH FROM 
VANDENBERG AFB ON 24 JAN 1964 WAS SEEN FROM IDAHO TO MEXICO 
AND RESULTED IN OVER 120 TELEPHONE QUERIES FROM NEWS MEDIA 
AND CIVIL AUTHORITIES. THE LAUNCH 
OCCURED AT TWILIGHT AND CREATED AND PREDICTABLE METEOROLOGICAL 
PHENOMENA. THE SAME PHONOMENA OCCURS DURING A PRE-DAWN 
LAUNCH. TO PRECLUDE UNDUE PUBLIC SPECULATION AND CONCERN, 
RECOMMEND THAT RELEASE 6 T: ANNEX? OF DOD PUBLIC AFFAIRS PLAN 


29-A~-22 BE ADDED AS FOLLOWS: QUOTE. & CTYPE MISSILE) Was 
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PAGE 2 RUCSSR 228 UNCLaS | 
LAUNCHED TODAY BY THE UNITED staTEs ate FORCE FROM VANDENBERG 
AGK FORCE BASE, CALIF THE MISSILE, THE (NUMBER) OF ITs 
KIND LAUNCHED FROM THIS AEROSPacE CENTER, WAS A ROUTINE 
RAINL'GLAUNCH BY A STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND MISSILE COMBAT CREW 


Ce AN VU FLRAT JONAL MISSILE. PARA. THE MISSILE LIFTED OFF 


OnOM ITS CSILO, LAUNCH FACILITY) DURING THE (DAWN, DUSK) HOURS. 
AS iT ROSE FRom THE EARTHS'S SHADOW INTO THE SUNLIGHT, IT Gaye 
THE EFFECT oF AN EXPLOSION, FORMING VARIED COLORED PATTERNS 

iN THE SKIES, PRELIMINARY REPORTS INDICATED THaT CIHE MISSILE 


IS ON COURSECCIT IMPACTED IN THE PACIFIC MISSILE RANGE). PaRa, 
CREW MEMBERS ASSIGNED TO THE CBLNK) MISSILE -QUADRON, (BLANK) 
AFS, (BLANK), WERE: UNQUOTE. FILLER MATERIAL IN RESPONSE TO 
QUERY ONLY: QUOTE, VIEWERS OF MISSILE LAUNCHES, IN CERTAIN 
AREAS MILES DISTANT FRom LAUNCH SITE, SEE WHAT I§ 
APPARENTLY 4 VIOLENT EXPLOSION. PARA. THIS APPARENT 

EXPLOSION Is VISIBLE DUE TO THE NATURAL PHENOMENA CAUSED By 

THE GRADUAL LESSENING OF DENSITY FROM THE FARTH TO THE OUTER 
FRINGES OF THE ATMOSPHERE,AND THE PERTOD OF THE pay WHEN IT 
OCCURS. PARA. THE DENSITY AFFECTS THE EXHAUST GaSES IN THAT 

THE TRAIL IS HELD IN NARROW CONFINES NEAR THE EARTH, BROADENING 
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AS THE MISSILE LIFTS HIGHER INTO SPACE. PARA. THE PERIOD OF 
THE DAY IN WHICH THE LAUNCH MAY APPEAR AS AN EXPLOSION Is 
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USUALLY THE TWILIGHT HOURS BEFORE DAWN OR AFTER SUNSET. AT 
THOSE TIMES, THE EARTH’ S SHADOW COMBINED WITH THE DENSITY 
VARIATION CAUSES REFLECTED RAYS OF SUNLIGHT TO BE VISIBLE IN 
DIFFERENT COLORS. THEN THE EARTH'S SHADOW EXTENDS TO THE EDGE 
Ji SPACE AND THE EXPANSION OF EXHAUST GASES IS MOST EFFECTIVE. 
PARS. TH EXHAUST TRAIL IS VISIBLE IN EVERY SPACE VEHICLE 
WHERE CONSBUST LON IS INCOMPLETE. THE STRATEGIC AIR COMMANDS. 
TITAN If ICBM IS THE ONLY EXCEPTION, SINCE IT HaS aLMostT 
COMPLETE COMBUSTION. UNQUOTE. THE ADDITION OF THIS RELEASE 
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OPTION AND THE BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR USE IN ANSWER TO 
QUERY SHOULD GREATLY LESSEN FUTURE PROBLEMS DURING EVENING 
AND PRE-DAWN LAUNCHES. 
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